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About Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp

The Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp is an
ongoing project that looks at the climate
crisis and global environmental issues from
the perspective of culture and the arts. It
learns from the initiatives and people working
on green issues in Shinshu and Nagano
Prefecture seeking to create a common space
for change and action.

In 2019, Nagano Prefecture issued a
“Declaration of Climate Emergency” ahead of
all prefectures in Japan. The Second Nagano
Prefecture Culture and Arts Promotion
Plan (FY2023-27), which outlines Nagano
Prefecture’s cultural policy, clearly states
the relevance of culture and arts to the
environmental crisis.

The Shinshu Arts Council decided to hold the
Shinshu Arts Climate Camp in collaboration
with the Faculty of Humanities of Shinshu
University as a partner in sharing issues in

our efforts to create an environment that
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supports cultural and artistic activities.
Anyone who is doing something about this
issue, or thinking of doing something about
it, can become a participant in the Shinshu
Arts Climate Camp.

Like connecting the stars in the night sky and
drawing constellations, we plan to report on
activities here and there in the vast Shinshu
region and form a network of people and
ideas.

How can the arts relate to our current
environmental predicament?

What can we do and what should we do to
create a just and sustainable society?

The Shinshu Arts Climate Camp is an art
action from Nagano Prefecture, where
people live between mountains and rivers
and are deeply involved with nature on a
daily basis, to communicate with the rest of

Japan and the world.
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Art is not only a finished work of art. It is a living
technology that permeates our daily lives as an act
or practice, renewing our relationship with the world
or opening new circuits to it, and it is also a lived
experience. It often transcends the boundaries and
values of existing artistic genres, and its concerns
extend to society, the earth, life, and the future. The
Arts Climate Camp is an attempt to evoke a change in
our consciousness and actions, especially with regard
to today’s issues of the environment, ecosystems, and
climate change, supported by the inherent extensibility
and mediating power of art. On the other hand, it is also
important that the relationship between place and people
that the camp builds extends the concept of art itself.
Questioning the environment leads us to question the
ecology of art. We hope to realize and share such a cycle
or interaction between art and environmental practices
together here in Shinshu. The Camp is one step in this
direction. It can be something very ordinary. Rather,
opening up and rereading the everyday is what camping

is all about. Please join us.

I believe that the arts are an important common heritage
of humanity that has been continuous, a commons. Our
imagination, our appreciation, our resilience and care
of the mind have been deeply connected to the arts.
Today the commons of the global environment, where
this commons of art is situated, is changing dramatically.
Climate change and various other changes in the Earth’s
systems are occurring: the diversity of life is decreasing,
soil degradation, ocean acidification, and many other
systems that have supported our relatively stable lifestyles
up to now are changing dramatically. We should call this
a “climate crisis”. What can the commons of art do in this
situation? | believe that art can be an important guide for
us to live without being complicit in destructive systems.
There are many things we can do as individuals, as a
community, and as art lovers. The “Shinshu Arts Climate
Camp” tries to think about these possibilities with you
and put them into action. With a sense of collective joy
and practice, | hope that Nagano can be a leader in this

movement.
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Art Action to Create the Future
in the Era of Climate Change

~ Toward the Creation of a Regenerative and Cultural Lifestyle

As the kick-off event of the Shinshu Arts-
Climate Camp, “Art Action for Creating
the Future in the Age of Climate Change:
Toward the Creation of a Regenerative
and Cultural Life” was held in Matsumoto
City. The purpose of the event was to
create a starting point for culture and art
leaders to think about the climate crisis
and take action in Nagano Prefecture,
where people’s lives are tied to nature
and vulnerable to the effects of climate
change, particularly farming. The meeting
consisted of three parts. First, keynote
speeches on climate change were given
by experts in science and art, respectively.
After that, visitors were divided into small
groups for discussion and exchanged
words about their individual activities and
climate change. Finally, four speakers,
including the “guides” of the Shinshu

Arts-Climate Camp, shared their views
on the future of the project. The following
pages contain the keynote speeches
given by the two presenters. First, Takashi
Hamada, who conducts climate change
research from a scientific perspective,
introduced basic knowledge about
climate change and its impact in Nagano
Prefecture. For

example, global warming has reduced
the number of midwinter days (days with
a maximum temperature below 0°C) in
Nagano Prefecture, making apples more
susceptible to sunburn and poor coloring.
However, the rise in temperature varies
from place to place. For example, the
average increase in temperature per
100 years is +2.0°C in Matsumoto and
+1.2°C in Nagano. Specific data showed
that even within Nagano Prefecture,

the impact on temperature and weather
differs depending on the location. Next,
Independent Curator Roger McDonald
introduced examples of the art world’s
response to climate change in Japan and
abroad. For example, in 2019, Iceland
held a “funeral” to mourn a historical
glacier that completely melted due to
global warming. Roger commented that
he saw “one role of culture and art” in
this practice of mourning through ritual.
Other activities that took place during
“emergencies” in the history of art were
also introduced, showing that we can
take hints from history. Finally, Roger
also introduced his own activities and
called the audience to action on climate

change.
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GCC GALLERY CLIMATE COALITION

DECARBONISATION ACTION PLAN

A step-by-step carbon reduction strategy for the art sector.
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From Shinshu, Art and Zero Carbon for Tomorrow

The first in the Shinshu Arts-Climate
Camp’s “Conference” series, a place for
open learning and discussion, was the
“Lecture & Discussion: Art and Zero
Carbon Tomorrow from Shinshu,” held
at the Faculty of Humanities, Shinshu
University. In this session, the aim
was to deepen the discussion on the
possibilities opened up by the Shinshu
Arts-Climate Camp, which considers
art and decarbonization together,
after learning about the zero-carbon
initiatives that are already underway.
The meeting began with a lecture by
Tsunehide Chino, Associate Professor
of Environmental Sociology at the
Faculty of Humanities, on “Practices
and Ideas for Decarbonization”. This
was followed by a discussion session
with Mr. Chino, two “guides” from the
Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp, Atsuko
Yamaguchi of the Matsumoto Keizai
Shimbun, and Masayuki Nomura of
the Shinshu Arts Council. The lecture
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began with an introduction of data
related to decarbonization and a review
of the changes required by 2050 as set
by the IEA (World Energy Agency): 1)
energy efficiency, 2) energy transition,
and 3) infrastructure development to
enable 1) and 2). However, looking back
on the Covid 19 epidemic, Mr. Chino
emphasized the importance of changes
in the structure of society, and not only
individual efforts. He also introduced
the “Nagano Prefecture Zero Carbon
Strategy” formulated in 2021, in which
ambitious targets (60% reduction of
CO2 emissions by 2050) were set with
the participation of prefectural residents.
Although the barriers to the goal are
high, Mr. Chino pointed out that “the
kind of society we want to achieve is
one in which people can experience
true affluence. Rather than a monolithic
approach to decarbonization, we need
to consider other regional issues and the

SDGs as well, while ensuring that no

one is left behind. Based on the lectures,
the talk session featured a discussion
exploring the connection between
decarbonization and art. For example,
Ms. Yamaguchi shared the realization that
while she was happy to see the utilization
of old buildings, it would be better for
the environment to use new buildings
that are carbon emission conscious. In
response, Mr. Chino commented on the
importance of creating a society where
people who continue to use buildings
they are attached to can also be part of
the decarbonization circle. Finally, an
audience member frankly commented
that he could not see the connection
between decarbonization and art, to
which each of the speakers responded.
In response, Ms. Nomura stated that “the
history of art is a history of changing
values,” and indicated the significance
of art’s commitment to changing values
toward a zero carbon society.
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Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp is a collaborative project between
the Shinshu Arts Council and the Faculty of Humanities of
Shinshu University. This column introduces two initiatives
independently planned within the Faculty of Humanities. The
first is the “Humanities-Ecology Study Group. Led by three
members of the master’s program, the group conducts studies
and research on the relationship between art and ecology. This
year, we held a workshop using a whiteboard to think about “art”
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and “decarbonization”. The second is the “Yui Inoue ITONAMI:
Raising a Flag Against the Landscape” exhibition. Organized by
the Art Workshop Seminar, to which 37 undergraduate students
belong, the exhibition featured flags created by artist Yui Inoue
with local residents in Shinano-Omachi. Both of these works
resonated with the Arts Climate Camp in that they approached
the familiar “environment” from the perspective of human
activities.
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- A vision that may not be possible -

The second Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp
<Conference> was “Art x Climate Crisis
- A Vision that May Be Impossible.
The event was held at the Ueda Eigeki
Theater, established in 1917, and opened
with a screening of the film “The Great
Green Wall”. The goal of this session was
to learn about the climate crisis and its
efforts in other countries through the film,
and then to find our own vision through
dialogue with various artists. The “Great
Green Wall” project is a tree- planting
project across the African continent to
try to stem climate change. The film
is a documentary about Inna Moja, a
musician from Mali who embarks on a
journey across Africa to promote this

ambitious project. After the screening of
the film, the audience was treated to a
performance of music and dance from
Africa, the setting of the film. Finally, a
discussion was held, facilitated by Roger
McDonald and Mayumi Fujikawa of Ueda
Citizens Energy, with three artists living
in the prefecture (Yumie Shirai, painter/
artist; Kimiya Sato, musician/composer;
and Toshihiko Takeuchi, Subnuma
Dance Troupe) taking the stage. In the
talk, the artists shared their thoughts on
the film and what they felt in their daily
creative process. Roger, for example,
said that he thought the film showed
the artist’s important and historical role
as a “witness”, citing the example of

FTARAAYY 7Y

the Spanish painter Francisco Goya. In
contrast, Mr. Sato, based on his own
experience of covering and “witnessing”
local performing arts, pointed out that
often there are both local performing
arts and awareness of nature in places
that are difficult to reach in Tokyo. Ms.
Shirai also said that when she paints, her
background is reflected in the pictures in
ways even she is unaware of. That is why
it is important to actually take action,
she suggested. Ms. Fujikawa urged the
audience to take action, noting that the
greatest action a citizen can take against
climate change is to “speak up”.
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Earth Today, Museum Tomorrow

- Toward a Sustainable Future

Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp’s 3rd
Conference, “Earth Today, Museum
Tomorrow: Towards a Sustainable
Future,” was held at the Nagano
Prefectural Museum of Art. The Gallery
Climate Coalition (GCC) was established
by art galleries and art professionals
in London in 2020. The purpose of
this meeting was to learn about their
practices and to consider how to promote
their initiatives in Nagano Prefecture.
First, Ms. Yuko Shiomi, Director of Arts
Initiative Tokyo, a non profit organization
and active member of GCC, gave a
lecture on the theme of “The Practice of
Gallery Climate Coalition”. Ms. Shiomi
and her two guides were later joined by
Toru Matsumoto, Director of Nagano
Prefectural Museum of Art, and Minoru

Nakajima, Curator of Koumi Kogen
Art Museum, to exchange views on
sustainable art practices and museums. In
her lecture, Ms. Shiomi first indicated that
the theme of “art and climate change”
could be approached from two broad
angles, arts practice (creative practices)
and arts system (the arts industry), with
her lecture focusing on the latter. Shiomi
also referred to an excerpt from the
“Decarbonization Action Plan” presented
by the GCC, which was distributed to all
visitors, and called for action to begin
with the formation of green teams and
measurement of carbon emissions. During
the talk, Director Matsumoto first posed
the theme, “Will museums have to scale
back their operations in order to achieve
their decarbonization goals by 2030? In

response, Roger introduced the case of

the Museum of Modern Art in Stockholm,
which realized their exhibitions program
with zero art transportation for one year,
and Kanai showed the possibility of
sending a message about climate change
through the Nagano Prefectural Museum
of Art’s exhibitions programming. In
response to Roger’s question about
whether museums can be agents of social
change, curator Nakajima pointed out
that contemporary art has that aspect
to begin with, and Shiomi emphasized
the importance of museums creating a
recycling system in cooperation with
related organizations. Finally, several
people asked pertinent questions, and
the entire audience engaged in lively

%

discussion.
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Sustainable Society, Environmental
Considerations in the Performing Arts

The “Shinshu Arts-Climate Camp” round-
table discussion “Sustainable Society
and Environmental Consideration in
the Performing Arts” was held at the
Matsumoto Central Community Center
in October 2023, The production was
environmentally conscious from the
planning stage, so that the stage props
would be reused instead of discarded.
Using this practice as a starting point,
the purpose of this project is to consider
“green production” in the performing
arts.

First, Ms. Hiroko Oshima, who was in
charge of art direction, costumes, and
green production coordinator for “Emilia
Galotti,” gave a lecture on the theme
of “Environmental Sustainability in the
Performing Arts. Ms. Oshima is promoting
environmental considerations in Japanese
stage productions based on her field
research on the “Theatre Green Book,”
which was published in the UK in 2021.

The “Theatre Green Book” was compiled
mainly by stage professionals in the UK
and provides guidance and standards for
the creation of environmentally friendly
productions and theater operations.

Next, Ms. Oshima, Hiromasa Kiuchi, who
was in charge of adaptating and directing
“Emilia Galotti,” and the entire audience
discussed the book. Looking back on the
production of “Emilia Garotti,” Mr. Kiuchi
said, “l have not yet answered whether
this kind of thing [green production]
is really good for the audience,” but
he indicated that the production had
a positive effect. Six members of the
audience asked questions, and opinions
and questions about green productions
were raised from a variety of perspectives.
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Talking in the Forest, Our Environment, Art, and Lives

The fourth and final event in the Shinshu
Arts-Climate Camp series was held at
the Kanade-no-Mori forest in Nakagawa
Village under the theme of “Talking in
the Forest: Our Environment, Art, and
Lifestyles”. In Nagano Prefecture, where
the natural environment and daily life
are closely connected, participants had
a chance to learn from each other about
how the environment, art, and daily life
are connected.

In the first half of the session a live
performance and video presentation by
NPO F.O.P. was held to introduce the
activities of the venue, “Kanade-no-mori,”
which has been involved in restoring
and preserving abandoned forests in
Nakagawa Village since 2018, and is
implementing a project to restore the
forest as a place where people can safely
come into contact with nature.

The hosts shared with the audience
through a live performance that the
regenerated forest is named “Kanade-
no-mori” and that they are engaged
in activities to organically connect
nature and human life through music,
dance, architecture, and other forms of
expression.

After a short break and self-introductions
by the participants, the second half of the
session featured two examples of projects
supported by the Shinshu Arts Council
in FY2023 that focused on the theme of
“climate change and art”.

The first was the “Zero Carbon
Theatre” project by the Norabo Theater
Company. The Matsumoto-based theater
company Norabo is attempting to use
only electricity charged by solar power
generation to power lighting, sound, and
other aspects of their performances in the

spring of 2023. This style of performance
is called “Zero Carbon Theatre. The
playwright/director, Shame Maeda,
spoke about the interesting and difficult
aspects of how the weather affected their
performances.

The second case study was “Narudo:
Sound Conveys Warning Bells of
Disaster,” a creative folk tale play by the
Chiisagata Future Folktale Study Group.
In 2023, the group will perform the folk
tale “Januke” from the Kiso region, using
theater and improvised music, in a way
that is familiar to people of today. Ms.
Rinko Hime, the representative of the
group, spoke about their attempts. After
the conference, participants had time to
exchange opinions about the connection
between art, nature, and daily life, based
on the examples presented.
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